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BLACKMORE PRIMARY SCHOOL SITE — LAND DEVELOPMENT 
Grievance 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen) [9.40 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Lands and relates to the 
proposed development of land on the former site of Blackmore Primary School in Girrawheen. This school 
closed in 2008 and, not long after that, the buildings were demolished. There have been some problems on the 
site with antisocial behaviour. Also, quite reasonably, local residents are anxious to have the status of the site 
finalised.  

As a general observation, the Department of Education has moved with glacial speed on this site. In our recent 
inquiry into affordable housing, the Community Development and Justice Standing Committee found that sites 
of former schools throughout the metropolitan area were lying vacant for many years, even though there is a 
crying need for sites to be developed for housing. 

In August 2010 the City of Wanneroo agreed to an amendment of district planning scheme 2 by rezoning the 
land from “public use (primary school)” to “urban development”. At that time it was noted that the proposed 
rezoning would facilitate redevelopment of the now redundant school site as a key urban infill project in the 
Girrawheen locality. It is envisaged that new residential dwellings will form the basis for future works in 
accordance with an agreed structure plan. Those council records note that the subject site is currently owned by 
the Department of Education, though arrangements are in place for the Western Australian Land Authority—
LandCorp—to acquire and develop the land. On this basis, LandCorp is the responsible agency for managing the 
project as it progresses through relevant approvals. 

Once rezoning occurred, it is not clear what work was undertaken between August 2010 and June 2012 when 
LandCorp sought expressions of interest from prospective developers. That document notes that the Blackmore 
site — 

is proposed to yield 65 traditional and laneway lots ranging in size from 250m2 to 450m2, 1 grouped 
dwelling site (6 units) and 1 medium density dwelling site (19 units). The site fronts Blackmore Park to 
the south which is an active area of public open space. 

The document contemplates the structure plan being lodged with the council by July 2012 and the fully serviced 
lots to be titled by 2014. I was very helpfully advised by LandCorp earlier this week that the process of the 
selection of a builder is likely to be finalised within a month. 

The question I want to ask the minister is: where to from here? The local community has been extremely patient 
but that patience is wearing thin. What is the time frame for preparing a structure plan? When will the structure 
plan go to council? I understand that before submission to council, the Department of Education needs to sign off 
on the plan. How long does this ordinarily take? In this context, I wrote to the Minister for Education and asked 
for his assurance that his department would not be dilatory in signing off on those plans. The response, in part, is 
confusing. The minister wrote back, saying that if new structure plans or amendments to existing plans, such as 
the former Blackmore and Hainsworth Primary School sites, are issued to the department by the City of 
Wanneroo for comment, the department, together with other affected landowners and government agencies, will 
respond within the comment period permitted. That was obviously written by a bureaucrat. 

When will public consultation take place? What form will that consultation take? Can I be assured that it will be 
meaningful consultation? What is envisaged for the site? Will any work or upgrading to the nearby park occur to 
assist selling properties? When is it contemplated that building would commence if all planning processes and 
approvals are not delayed? Is the minister able to point to any completed developments by LandCorp that are 
similar to that contemplated in this development? Will it contain both public and private housing, or what is the 
proposed mix? Will LandCorp sell land or housing and land packages? I realise that it is early days and the 
minister may not have answers to these questions but I seek certain assurances from him.  

Nearby residents were saddened when the school closed down as it was a loss of infrastructure and had been 
there for many years. With the lack of information to date, there are concerns about the exact nature of the plans, 
about traffic, about disinformation abounding, about whether the development will diminish rather than enhance 
neighbourhood amenity, and about whether the nearby park, which is much loved, will be adversely affected or 
enhanced. 
As I have some time left, I will add a bit of trivia about Blackmore Primary School. Tina Altieri and, I believe, 
also for a short time Gary Adshead, both journalists, are alumni of Blackmore Primary School. 

MR B.J. GRYLLS (Central Wheatbelt — Minister for Lands) [9.45 am]: I thank the member for Girrawheen 
for the grievance and also for making the effort to give me some advance notice of some of the detailed elements 
that she would like some information on, as that allowed me to gather a range of information that should help her 
inform her constituents of what is happening at the Blackmore Primary School site. It is quite clear from the 
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grievance that LandCorp could have done more to keep the community informed of the process that is being 
undertaken and the time line. Off the back of this grievance, I will ask LandCorp to make an effort to put some 
public information in the local paper and maybe organise a letter drop. I am sure that off the back of the 
information that I give the member for Girrawheen today, she will be able to use her local press and maybe her 
newsletter to inform the residents of Girrawheen what is happening.  
The project is one of a range of former school sites that are being redeveloped by LandCorp to meet the ongoing 
need for quality and affordable living options in Perth. This urban infill development is being developed in line 
with “Directions 2031: Draft Spatial Framework for Perth and Peel”, which has identified a target of 47 per cent 
of new housing to be within existing developed areas to ensure metropolitan growth can be sustained beyond 
2031. That ensures that we do not have continuous sprawl coming to a place such as this, a disused school site, 
and redeveloping that, bringing a bit of density to it and ensuring that we have good public amenity. 

The site is 20 kilometres from the Perth CBD with good access from the freeway. The Warwick train station is 
only five kilometres to the west. It is located close to Centro Warwick, the Marangaroo golf course, Kingsway 
sporting complex and Warwick open space and bowls club, with Whiteman Park nearby. It is quite a good 
location for young families, especially young families looking to get into the market for the first time. LandCorp 
does not currently own the land. The contract to purchase the site is being executed, with settlement due to occur 
within 14 days. In October 2012 LandCorp will have the title transferred to it. The town planning scheme 
amendment was finalised in March 2011, as the member indicated. The City of Wanneroo local planning policy 
was adopted in April 2011. A concept plan for the site has been developed; however, it has not been submitted to 
the city as LandCorp is seeking builder input first. Rather than submitting plans and then getting a builder, we 
will get the builder and then finalise the plans. LandCorp has advised me that BGC has been appointed the 
preferred proponent via an expression-of-interest opportunity advertised in June 2012. Currently LandCorp and 
BGC are in a 30-day exclusive working period. It is anticipated that if terms can be agreed, it will be appointed 
as the builder by the end of October. A development program is to be worked up in collaboration with the 
successful builder during the exclusive working period, which is underway now. The concept plan will be 
converted to a local structure plan and lodged with the council in October 2012 after feedback from BGC has 
been received. I think one of the key questions the member for Girrawheen asked was when the local structure 
plan will be lodged. That will be in October. That is progressing well. 

It is anticipated that the redevelopment will deliver a range of lots, including group housing sites as well as 
affordable house and land packages. Consultation with the public will occur during, and in conjunction with, the 
City of Wanneroo council’s statutory advertising period of the local structure plan, which is anticipated to be in 
November and December 2012. By the end of the year, the City of Wanneroo will be undertaking its statutory 
role of advertising the local structure plan, welcoming comments from the wider community. 

The member asked whether any work will be done to enhance the area. LandCorp has advised that it is likely 
some beautification works to Blackmore Park will be undertaken. This will be determined during the detailed 
design and will obviously need council approval. But I think I agree with the member for Girrawheen; if we are 
to attract young families to buy in this development, good liveability, amenity and beautification are important. 
The member for Girrawheen can suggest to concerned residents that they visit Evermore Heights Estate at 
Baldivis. Satterley Property Group was the developer and it partnered with Homebuyers as the builder to deliver 
house and land packages; LandCorp has indicated that that is a similar development the member’s constituents 
may like to visit to get an idea of what the finished product might look like. 

Mr J.E. McGrath: They might want to stay there! 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: No, people would not want to go to Baldivis if they had a local member like the member for 
Girrawheen; people will be lining up—they will be camping out—to get a new block at the Blackmore school 
redevelopment. It is anticipated that lots will be offered to the general public either directly or via the successful 
builder; no lots have been allocated to public housing at this time.  

I hope I have provided a range of information that will provide answers for the member’s community. But off 
the back of the member’s concern that not enough was being done to explain to local residents and the wider 
community what was going to happen with the redevelopment of the Blackmore Primary School site, I think it is 
justified for me to ask LandCorp to do a little more work to inform the local community of the process, what 
some of the finished product will look like, and when they will likely be able to buy into that development. It 
seems that after a period of delay, quite a deal of development is now happening, leading up to the end of the 
year, and I look forward to seeing the end result of the redevelopment of the Blackmore Primary School site.  

As the member said, the closure of any school is difficult; I have just been through the closure of the 
two primary schools in Merredin to amalgamate onto the new site at the high school. As members of Parliament, 
we think building a new school is great, but primary schools have a lot of history; as the member mentioned, 
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children enjoy their time there and grow up with them, and losing them is often sad. The redevelopment of 
Blackmore provides the opportunity to return some development to the site, hopefully get rid of the antisocial 
behaviour that is occurring because nothing is happening there, and bring more people to live in the area—
hopefully they will be young families to create a strong neighbourhood in the future. The state is delivering on 
its ideal of bringing more affordable land to the market in infill developments such as this at the former 
Blackmore Primary School site. I thank the member for Girrawheen for the grievance.  
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